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The Sacred Heart School is a 

community committed to the  

education of its pupils within a 

Catholic Christian ethos, where each 

person is invited to serve God and 

others, in faith, hope and love.  

 

Aims 

o To foster growth in Christian 

faith and Values  

o To value, appreciate and enjoy 

learning  

o To work for excellence  

o To further curiosity and creativity  

o To aspire to high ideals  

o To give generous service to  others  
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Welcome 

We hope this handbook will be a useful guide to help you 

settle your child into Little Pedlars and to act as a 

reference document for the future. All of our staff will be 

happy to answer any questions you have or to explain 

anything that is unclear.   

 

We l ook forward to building a strong and positive 

relationship with you and your family.  

We provide  a happy, safe and stimulating environment for 

children aged between 3 and 5 years. We are committed to 

ensuring that your child gets the best start to their 

education. We firmly believe that every child should be 

treated as an individual and each child's strengths should 

be celebrated and nurtured.  

We offer a full and enriching curriculum to enable each 

child to reach their full potential, whilst still maintaini ng an 

emphasis on fun and discovery.  
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We recognise the importance of play and exploration , 

utilising  both the indoor and outdoor  areas. We make great 

use of the school grounds and have our own secure play 

area. We also have a woodland where we explore, discover 

and play. 

 We invite visitors to the school , explore the local 

environment  and also go on trips . 

We have small classes with a high ratio of well qualified, 

experienced, caring staff.  ôLittle Pedlarsõ is led by a 

qualified teacher and suitably qualified support staff. All 

children at ôLittle Pedlarsõ are assigned a Key Person to 

ensure that every childõs learning and care is tailored to 

meet their individual needs.  

We are very proud of Little Pedlars  and we hope that you 

and your child will enjoy being part of its present and 

future.  
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Admissions 

We are open during the school term. Dates are available on 

our web site.  

Children are welcome to join our Little Pedlars  following 

their third birthday. We prefer the children to stay for full 

days, so they experience a full range of activities and a 

freshly cooked hot lunch. The day in the classroom starts at 

8.50am.  A member of staff is on duty in the playground at 

8.30am and your child can be safely left the re to let off 

steam and socialis e with their friends. Alternatively , your 

child can be broug ht in to the classroom.  The choice is 

yours. 

Children are encouraged to participate in activities as well 

as enjoying free child initiated  play.  

 

  



6 
 

A typical day will comprise the following é 

The day starts at  8.30 am.  Children may be left on the 

playground, and supervised alongside their friends in the 

EYFS and in th e lower school  or can be brought into the 

classroom. 

At 8.50 all children are greeted by the staff and register 

for the day.  A short, flexible, welcome session follows this.  

Throughout the day the children access a variety of 

activities for learning and developing  both inside and 

outside .  The environment is s et up so that children can 

access the continuous provision.  Staff add enhancements 

which follow the interests of the children as well  covering 

topics we know that they will enjoy.  

The childrenõs learning is child led (they choose for 

themselves  and are supported by adults as appropriate) and 

adult led (more formal activities are led to teach the 

children specific skills).  

Adult led activities include lessons from across the 

curriculum.  We use òLetters and Soundsó to teach discrete 

phonic sessions.  Children in òLittle Pedlarsó have a qualified 

PE teacher and Music teacher also.  

Lunch is at 12 until 1. 15pm.  All children have a hot dinner in 

the dining room which is supervised by the 

teacher/teaching assistants.  After this there is a short 

quiet time in th e activity room (children may listen to a 
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story, draw  or listen to music).  Children then go out onto 

the playground, or the field or play on the jungle climber.  

If it is a wet play they may play in the activity room or play 

games in the sports hall.   

The afternoon session in òLittle Pedlarsó continues as 

before lunchtime until 3 pm.  At this point we tidy up, 

prepare to go home and have a story or songs.  

Children are picked up from the outside door next to the 

staffroom  or boarding house as previously ar ranged. 
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Early Years Staff  
 

Management 

Sr Francis Ridler            Headteacher BEd (Hons),  EYPS 

Mrs Irene Henden      Head of Lower School, BA (Hons), PGCE 

 

Permanent Setting Staff  

Miss Joanne Sandford  Head of Early Years, BSc (Hons), PGCE 

Mrs Jackie Cockman         Assistant  Level 3   

Mrs Claire Clifton                BA(Hons), QTS , NPQH 

Mrs Beata Bogusiewicz       BA(Hons), QTS  

Mrs Joanna  Navarre          Cert Ed, MA  

 

 Specialist Staff  

Mr s Irene Hende n        SENDCO, BA (Hons), PGCE 

Miss Sarah Wookey        PE Teacher , NCFE Level 3 

Mr Jeremy Hodges         PE Coach, BA (Hons) 

Mrs Sarah Pickard        Music Teacher, BA (Hons) 

 

 

Break time Supervisors  

Miss Sarah Wookey             NCFE Level 3 

Mrs Anne Ke ating  

Mrs Liselle Dorling               

  

Staff ratio ð variable, but always at least 1: 8 when considering NVQ 

staff, and far in excess for teaching st aff 1: 1 3 
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Early Years Foundation Stage Principles  

At ôLittle Pedlarsõ, the way that we work is defined by the 

òStatutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation 

Stageó which sets the standards for learning, development 

and care for children from birth to five . (March 2017)  

The EYFS specifies requirements for learning and 

development and for safeguarding children and promoting 

their welfare. There  are four guiding principles that are set 

out in the EYFS and shape our practice at ôLittle Pedlarsõ. 

These are:  

¶ Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning 

and can be resilient, capable, confident and self -

assured; 

¶ Children learn to be stron g and independent through 

positive relationships ;  

¶ Children learn and develop well in enabling 

environments, in which their experiences respond to 

their individual needs and there is a strong partnership 

between practi ti oners and parents and/or carers; and  

¶ Children develop and learn in different ways and at 

different rates. The framework covers the education 

and care of all children in 

early years provision, 

including children with 

special educational needs 

and disabilities.  
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The Areas of Learning and Development  

There are seven areas of learning and development that 

shape educational programmes at ôLittle Pedlarsõ. All areas 

of learning  and development are important and inter -

connected. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting 

childrenõs curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for 

building their capacity to learn, form relationships and 

thrive. These three areas, the prime areas, are:  

¶ Communication and language; 

¶ Physical development; and 

¶ Personal, social and emotional development. 
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We also support children in four specific areas, through 

which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. 

The specific areas are:  

¶ Literacy;  

¶ Mathematics;  

¶ Understanding the world; and  

¶ Expressive arts and design.  

Our educational program mes involve activities and 

experiences for children, as follows.  

¶ Communication and language  development involves 

giving children opportunities to experience a rich 

language environment; to develop their confidence and 

skills in expressing themselves; and t o speak and listen 

in a range of situations.  

¶ Physical development  involves providing opportunities 

for young children to be active and interactive; and to 

develop their co -ordination, control, and movement. 

Children are helped to understand the importance of 

physical activity, and to make healthy choices in 

relation to food.  

¶ Personal, social and emotional development involves 

helping children to develop a positive sense of 

themselves, and others; to form positive relationships 

and develop respect for others ; to develop social skills 

and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand 
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appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have 

confidence in their own abilities.  

¶ Literacy development invol ves encouraging children to 

link sounds and letters and to begin to read and write. 

Children are given access to a wide range of reading 

materials (books, poems, and other written materials) 

to ignite their interest.  

¶ Mathematics involves providing children with 

opportunities to develop and improve their skills in 

counting,  understanding and using numbers, calculating 

simple addition and subtraction problems; and to 

describe shapes, spaces, and measures. 

¶ Understanding the world  involves guiding children to 

make sense of their physical world and their community 

through oppo rtunities to explore, observe and find out 

about people, places, technology and the environment.  
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¶ Expressive arts and design involves enabling 

children to explore and play with a wide range of 

media and materials, as well as providing 

opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 

thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of 

activities in art, music, movement, dance, role -play, 

and design and technology.  
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In planning and guiding childrenõs activities, at ôLittle 

Pedlarsõ, we reflect on the different ways that children 

learn and reflect these in our practice. Three  

characteristics of effective teaching and learning are:  

¶ Playing and exploring ð children investigate and 

experience things, and ôhave a goõ, 

¶ Active learning ð children concentrate and keep on 

trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy 

achievements; and  

¶ Creating and thinking critically ð children have and 

develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and 

develop strategies  for doing things.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information about  the EYFS can be found at 

www.foundationyears.org.uk   


